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Northstar School students earn top award for rocket launch
Students in Byron Appelt’s Scientific Research and Design (SRD) class at Northstar School are being recognized for achieving the top level of performance in a statewide education program. The team will receive a banner signifying SystemsGo’s top performance award at a public ceremony in the school’s auditorium on Monday, Aug 29, at 8:15 a.m.
The award is presented to schools that design, build, and launch a rocket that meets 100% of the standards of one of the three levels in the SystemsGo program.

Northstar students succeeded at the Oberth Level, which requires that their vehicle reach the speed of sound. During Rockets2016 in May, Northstar’s rocket met all the criteria, which include following safety parameters, conducting a safe launch, going transonic, and returning data from the flight. Out of more than 100 launches at this spring’s two launch sites, only five schools in Texas achieved the Platinum level.

“I am really proud of what these students were able to achieve,” said Appelt. “We appreciate the support from parents and the community, and we are hoping this will inspire the following classes to continue to meet the challenge.”
Appelt completed his first year teaching the program, although SystemsGo has been taught at Northstar School for 10 years.
“This demonstrates the ability of high school students to design, build, and launch a vehicle that adheres to a strict sense of principles,” said Gene Garrett, Captain U.S.N. (Ret), President of the SystemsGo board. “Theses students should be proud. This shows the ability to take knowledge and research and put it together into a project, and be successful.”
SystemsGo is a four-year STEM (Science Technology Engineering Math) curriculum that uses project-based learning to stimulate workplace skills.

As students advance through the program, they start by building small model rockets as they learn the principles of flight. At the Tsiolkovsky Level, they build vehicles that launch a one-pound payload one mile high. The Oberth Level involves reaching the sound barrier. The highest level–Goddard–requires students to design and build a rocket that launches at the U.S. Army’s White Sands Missile Range. This summer five Texas high schools attempted launches at WSMR.
The program has been featured on NBC Nightly News, is endorsed by NASA and certified by The Space Foundation. It is now used in 47 high schools in Texas, and is expanding to New Mexico this school year.

More information on the program is available online at www.systemsgo.org, via email at info@systemsgo.org, or by calling 830-997-3567.
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Students in Byron Appelt’s rocketry program at Northstar High School earned athe highest award for the performance of their rocket in the SystemsGo program.
